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FIGURE 6.15b Average NASA funding per grant for cosmic-ray balloon payloads.

in very small groups. Most support for theoretical work comes from small,
short-term grants from NSF and from NASA's Supporting Research and Tech-
nology (SR&T) program. Consider the theory and modeling component of
NASA's Space Physics Division SR&T funding for FY 1991 (excluding the
balloon and suborbital programs). The total number of SR&T grants was 288, of
which 140 (or 48.6 percent) were for theory and modeling. The total division
SR&T budget was $17.046 million, of which theory and modeling accounted for
$7.614 million (or 44.7 percent). (This does not include the Space Physics
Theory program, which is discussed below.) Thus, the average SR&T grant size
was $59,000 for the division as a whole, and $54,400 for theory and modeling.
This average grant size has remained the same for about a decade, thereby fall-
ing significantly behind the typical 5 percent rate of inflation. Proposal pressure
on the SR&T program was high at the end of FY 1991. For example, in the solar